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Boys Golf: Herum qualifies for State with a 77 at Area
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Hartwell - In what was 
potentially the final round of his 
high school career, Union County 
senior Jeremy Herum qualified 
for the Class AAA State Cham-
pionships with a 77 at last week’s 
Area Tournament - hosted by Ca-
teechee Golf Club in Hartwell.

Herum will be the lone 
UCHS representative at State 
later this month after fellow se-
nior and Truett-McConell commit 
Luke Watson fell one stroke short 
after battling his way into a play-
off tiebreaker with an 84.

Watson was eliminated 
after bogeying the first playoff 
hole while his opponent, Morgan 
County’s Bailey Smith survived 
by sinking a lengthy par putt.

“Luke played the best he 
has played this season and was 
tied for the (final) spot, and un-
fortunately he was edged out on 
a sudden death playoff,” Coach 
Greg Chambers said. 

Overall, Union County 
placed sixth with a total score of 
351 - eleven shots back of the 340 
needed to qualify.

In order to advance to state 
as a team, the combined score 
must either be in the top four or 
under 340.

As a result of the 340 quali-
fying score, five teams were able 
to advance out of Area 3.

Host team Hart County 
took home the top spot in Area 
with a score of 303. They also 
claimed the individual title with 

The Union County boys golf team shot a 351 to place sixth at the Area Tournament last Monday. In order for 
the team to qualify for state, they needed to finish in the top four or shoot under 340

Union County freshman Zoe Sanchez (far left) on the medal stand following her seventh place finish at the Class AAA 3200M State Championship race in Albany last weekend.

Union County Senior Jeremy Herum on the tee box at Cateechee Golf 
Club in Hartwell - site of the Area Tournament. 

a 69 from Eli Scott.
GAC placed second with a 

305, North Hall placed third with 
a score of 330, Dawson County 
was fourth at 336 and fifth place 
Franklin County rounded out the 
state qualifiers with a 337. 

Herum’s 77 was tied for 
the seventh best score of the day 
and the lowest score from a non-
top five team.

 Watson’s 84 was tied for 

15th.
“I was really proud of the 

way Jeremy and Luke played,” 
Chambers said. “They have both 
been with me for three years and 
I have watched both of them re-
ally improve. They did everything 
they were asked to do as seniors 
by leading our team and compet-
ing the way they did (at Area).”

Rounding out Union 
County’s top four was Sam Seiler 

with an 87 and Grayson Blocker 
with a 103.

Also participating from 
Union County were Eli Dills and 
Josue Haight. 

“Seiler had a good day,” 
Chambers added. “He only 
played for me this season, but I 
was proud of the way he played 
(at Area) as well. Our team went 
out, competed, gave it their best 
shot, and at the end of the day 

that’s all you can ask as a coach. 
I feel we competed, but we just 
came up a few strokes short from 
moving on as a team. 

“Those three seniors will 
be hard to replace next year, and 
not just for their golf. They are 
all great kids and they’re fun to 
be around and coach.” 

Behind the Panthers in the 
team standings were: seventh 
place Jackson County with a 361 
and eighth place Fannin County 
with a 376.

One shot behind Fannin 
was ninth place Morgan County 
at 377. Monroe rounded out the 

top 10 with a 394 while East Hall 
(404), Lumpkin County (421) and 
East Jackson (424) made up the 
bottom three.

Herum will participate in 
the Class AAA State Champion-
ships on May 22 and 23 at Lakev-
iew Golf Club in Blackshear.

This year, the state cham-
pionships have been expanded to 
36 holes over two days.

Meanwhile, the Lady Pan-
thers golf team will also be in 
Blackshear on the 22nd and 23rd, 
but their tournament will be held 
at the Okefenokee County Club.

Track: Sanchez places seventh, Underwood 10th at state finals

Albany - When it was 
all said and done, junior Lance 
Underwood and freshman Zoe 
Sanchez were the last two mem-
bers of Union County Track 
and Field left standing on the 
season’s final weekend.

Albany’s Hugh Mills 
Stadium was the site of the 
GHSA Track and Field State 
Championships last weekend 
and Union County placed both 
runners among the top 10 in 
Class AAA.

With both runners com-
peting in the 3200M event, 
Sanchez finished seventh with a 
time of 12:23 while Underwood 
broke his own school record by 
11 seconds with a time of 10:20 
to place 10th. 

As for Sanchez, her time 
would have been good enough 
for a state title in Class AA by 
3 seconds had Union County 
chose to stay put in Region 
8-AA.

This comes after Sanchez 
placed among the top 10 in No-
vember at the Class AAA Cross 
County State Championships, 
despite posting a time that was 
23 seconds better than the Class 
AA State Champion. 

During her seventh place 

finish in the 3200M race, San-
chez was 28 seconds back of 
sixth place and four seconds 
ahead of eighth.

She also finished 17 sec-
onds better than her sectionals 
time of 12:40.

In the 1600M race, San-

chez was only four seconds out 
of 11th but 17 seconds behind 
10th.

Sanchez also took part in 
the 1600M race and placed 13th 
with a time of 5:57.

She would defeat 14th 
place Marley Hamby of Dawson 

County by 7 seconds.
Meanwhile, Underwood 

was five seconds back of ninth 
place and 11 behind eighth. He 
also clocked in five seconds 
better than 11th place and 10 
seconds in front of 12th.

The future of Union 

County track remains on the 
upswing with both Sanchez and 
Underwood returning in 2018.

Union also returns 100M 
Region Champion Riley Barrett, 
as well as Cole Wright, who 
reached sectionals in the triple 
jump and long jump.

As for those that didn’t 
qualify for sectionals, the vast 
majority of competitors that 
represented Union County Track 
and Field during the 2017 season 
were underclassmen, and should 
only become stronger and faster 
with another year of training.

Fannin: Big Creek, Hemptown Creek, Hothouse 
Creek, Toccoa River, Toccoa River Tailwaters below Lake 
Blue Ridge, and Rock Creek

Lumpkin: Dockery Lake, Etowah River and Nim-
blewill Creek

Union: Cooper Creek, Toccoa River and Winfield 
Scott Lake

Note: Information is subject to change. Please call 
the hatchery at 706-838-4723 for questions. Stay up-to-date 
with stocking and events through Facebook www.facebook.
com/chattahoocheeforestnfh. The hatchery also provides 
trout for the state. Please contact Georgia DNR for informa-
tion on sites stocked by the state. N(May17,Z16)CA

 Trout stocking sites 
 week of May 8-12, 2017


